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Thank you for taking an interest in our latest book 
Essential Principles of Horseshoeing.  

Filled with practical instructions, interactive training materials and step-by-step 
illustrations of common horseshoeing and trimming techniques, Essential Principles 
of Horseshoeing is the keystone text for farrier education or home use. It presents 
a new, yet foundational way of teaching this ancient craft. Traditional techniques of 
the farrier craft have changed little in 2000 years, yet their application has changed 
dramatically in the last 25 years. This colorful book teaches simple techniques to 
accelerate learning and mastery. 

Butler’s The Principles of Horseshoeing sets the standard for farrier education. It has 
been the trusted voice for the past 38 years. This Essential book evolved from lessons 
Doug learned while teaching the craft to thousands of students, including his sons. His 
teaching materials provide a solid foundation of farrier education in the 21st century, as 
well as sound principles of horseshoeing for the betterment of horses everywhere.
 
In the pages that follow we will show you examples pulled from the actual pages of the 
book that showcase how the book: 

•	 Provides simple explanations for complex farrier procedures
•	 Brings the classroom directly to you to learn at your own pace
•	 Dissects the most critical information from P3, the encyclopedia of farrier science and 

craftsmanship

For over 4 decades, horse owners across the globe have turned to Doug Butler 
Enterprises for sensible solutions for equine soundness.   

Now for the first time in farrier education, the Butler team has uniquely 
combined their world-renowned teachings with cutting-edge 

technology to bring the principles and techniques of great horse 
foot care to life. 



Whether you are a beginner, do-it-yourselfer or expert 
farrier seeking to perfect your craft….

…this book equips individuals of all backgrounds with the best techniques to accurately 
trim and shoe horses.   No more flipping through long, dry text books with too 
many words and not enough demonstration on how to get the job done!  
Instead, Essential Principles of Horseshoeing is a highly visual, easy-to-understand, and 
interactive companion, utilizing colorful guides and even QR codes to send readers  
directly to relevant video demonstrations on live horses of common solutions and 
horseshoeing techniques.

Use this comprehensive resource to increase your confidence, enjoy working with horses 
and further your understanding of equine foot care, while also discovering how to: 

• See and create balance when trimming a horse’s foot.
•	 Keep you and your horse safe when doing farrier work.
•	 Understand the structure and function of the horse’s foot.
•	 Use farrier and forging tools to accurately shoe a horse.
•	 Recognize common problems with horse foot conformation.
•	 Work safely and competently to alter shoes hot or cold.
•	 Select and apply pads when necessary to protect the foot.
•	 Effectively communicate with farriers, veterinarians, and other horsemen, so you 

can feel confident knowing your horse is always receiving the best care.
•	 Develop your inner eye for detail to evaluate farrier work….to help you quickly 

spot the good farriers from the bad.
•	 Succeed with people and create a healthy life/work balance as a professional 

farrier.
• Make a hard job easier by increasing your knowledge and efficiency in the area 

of proper hoof care.
•	 Get a great start transforming your passion of working with horses into a 

lucrative business.

Don’t wait to increase your skill and give your horse the care it deserves. 

After taking a look at the following pages we are sure you will find this is a must have 
addition to your library.  Order your copy of Essential Principles of Horseshoeing 
today! 

Visit www.EssentialPrinciplesBook.com





































The best way to learn a craft is one-on-one instruction from an experienced master. 
In addition to being a long and often inefficient way to learn, there are few opportunities 
to learn this way today. Schools of several weeks or months duration followed by on the 
job training as an apprentice or helper have become the accepted way to begin the work 
of a farrier in America. 

It pays to go by the book. For nearly four decades horsemen have relied on Butler’s 
The Principles of Horseshoeing as the standard for sound horse foot care. It has been used 
by more farrier training schools than any other text. Now there is a new comprehensive 
book containing the essential proven principles you need to understand in order to 
succeed. Its detail and clarity are unequaled. It makes learning a hard job easier. 

The new Essential Principles of Horseshoeing is a condensed and colorful book 
loaded with clear step-by-step instructions making it easily the best book available on 
ideal horse foot care. It’s loaded with the most authoritative information on horse care 
and features easy to follow sequences showing you how to accurately trim and shoe 
horses. 

The concepts presented are easily understandable.  Before you commit to enroll 
in any instructional program, it makes good sense to prepare for entry. To be the best 
you can be you must be prepared physically, mentally and emotionally for the school 
experience. Even if you just want to take better care of your horses, this is the book for 
you.

Get the most out of your time at school and your tuition dollars by preparing 
before you go away to school. You are then prepared to take advantage of opportunities 
given to you and the more you will learn. If you are a horse owner, this book is the price 
of one visit from the farrier. 

If you are looking for a way to create a lucrative business with 
an income comparable to other professionals while being immersed 

in your passion, being a self-employed farrier may be for you. 
Obtaining this Essential book and applying the principles 

taught at your pace at your place will help you determine if 
this is a career for you. 



It pays to go buy the book!

Horseshoeing has been and continues to be a misunderstood occupation. As with any 
business, the person who is the most knowledgeable and knows how to apply that 
knowledge will be the most successful at getting and keeping business.

People not familiar with the horse industry, when referring to the work of a farrier, 
will often say, “Do they still do that?” They are unaware that the horse industry is a big 
business in America with a $40 billion direct economic effect. Studies have shown that 
care of its feet is about 10 percent of the cost of keeping a horse.

Unfortunately, some farriers are practicing at an extremely low level of proficiency. This is 
partly because of poor preparation for their farrier school training, and partly because of 
the low level of horse knowledge of the horse owning public who tolerate those who are 
not willing to excel at their chosen career.

Fortunately, this provides an opportunity for you to be a change agent by preparing and 
committing to excel at school and in your future business.

You will also find suggestions to help you with exercises in Six-Figure Shoeing and 
Shoeing in Your Right Mind. These books are designed to guide your preparations and 
present principles that will help you succeed. 

The new Essential Principles of Horseshoeing is our newest resource that allows 
you to learn at your own pace at your own place. When you are ready for the hands on 
experience of school, you will make the best use of your time and get the most out of it.
An additional benefit will be evident if and when you decide to take the voluntary AFA 
Farrier Certification Exams. The most commonly held complaint from examiners is the 
lack of preparation by candidates for the exam.

It pays to go buy book – get your copy today by visiting:
www.EssentialPrinciplesBook.com


