
Butler Professional Farrier
School moved to its Table
Road, Crawford address in
2006. With almost a decade of
operating in the area under its
belt, and a tradition that
stretches far longer, the father
and sons trio of Doug, Jake,
and Pete Butler are still at it.

“We feel fortunate to be
here,” said Jake, “We’re grateful
for the community surrounding
us and we really like the area.
My wife and I have five kids so
we’re definitely settled in here.”

Since offering its first class
in 2007, BPFS has hosted stu-
dents from all over the country
and the world. The facility’s
classroom boasts a map of the
United States with many pins in
every state. A strip down the
map’s border catalogues the
students who’ve come from
South Korea, Norway, Iceland,
New Zealand and Australia
among others. Recently, they’ve
had a handful from Israel. Soon
enough they’ll need a world
map for all the international
attention they’ve garnered.

And while the school is
internationally recognized, the
work of the farrier and educa-
tor remains rather humble and
communal. The local business
has been strong too. Jake said
the school has done work for
Fort Robinson, the Chadron
State Rodeo team, and worked
with a clinic in Alliance to bring
their work to more of the pan-
handle.

The word farrier, commonly
taken to mean one who shoes
horses, traces its root back to
the Latin ferrarius which loose-
ly meant blacksmith. And while
the work of the farrier has

evolved much over the many
years since antiquity, it’s also
remained essentially the same.

A farrier uses his or her
knowledge of horses, their
anatomy and physiology, to cre-
ate and shape shoes to keep
animals comfortable, and in

many cases to ameliorate the
effects of injury, disease or
deformity. Doug has worked as
a farrier for more than 57 years,
and trained some of the top
farriers and educators in the
world. Jake has been shoeing
horses for 20 years, and Pete

for 15.
Between the three is a wealth

of knowledge, and a variety of
experience unmatched in the
industry. The Butlers teach stu-
dents of all experience levels to
know and respect the animals
they work with. Their passion

for the work and care for hors-
es shows in every aspect of the
school. And it is something
they strive to pass on to those
they teach.

While the iron’s hot

Record photo by Kevin Oleksy

Pete Butler, part of the father and sons team that run Butler Professional Farrier School, strikes a near-white hot piece of steel with a hammer, sending out a
beautiful cascade of sparks. Pete said the thing that interests him about farrier work, and smithing in general, is that there is a mixture of art and science in the
work. A shoe must be measured to fit a horse’s hoof, but is also a carefully crafted piece of artwork.

❖ By Kevin Oleksy
Record Sports Editor
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